
 
 
 

Meeting Announcement 
Wednesday September 5, 2007 

9:30 AM 
  

Tele-conference meeting 
  

Agenda 
1. Welcome  
2. Introduction of committee members and staff  
3. Guidelines for committee operation and scope of work  
4. Use of eSolutions web-based software  
5. Explanation of the public code change proposal process  
6. Committee discussion of potential future agenda items  
7. Future schedule  
8. Public comment period  
9. Other business  
10. Adjournment  
   
See note above about the meetings
  
The Fire Code Technical Subcommittee Chairperson is Daniel E. Nichols, P.E. He can be 
contacted at dan.nichols@dos.state.ny.us  or 518-474-4073. 
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New York State Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code Council 
Fire Code Technical Subcommittee 
 
Date:   5 September 2007 
 
Meeting:  1 
 
Location:  Tele-Conference 
 
Members Present: Daniel E. Nichols, P.E., Chairperson 
   John Mueller 
   Paul Martin 
   Steve Cotler 
   Keith Fennelly 
   Rich Magee 
   Steve Myers 
   Ghouse Ismail 
   John hart 
   William Timmons 
   Chris Smith 
 
Members Absent: None 
 
Guests:  Mark Blanke, P.E., Chairperson, Building Code TC 
 
Minutes:  
 
1. The meeting was called to order at 9:30am. A brief welcome was given by Mr. 

Nichols and self-introductions were given by each of the subcommittee 
members. 

 
2. Mr. Nichols explained the purpose and scope of the subcommittee. The 

scope of the subcommittee is to review the 2006 International Fire Code, 
except Chapter 1 and the new construction provisions of Chapter 10. The 
purpose of the subcommittee is to complete three tasks and submit their 
findings to the Code Council.  

• The first task is to review changes between the 2003 and 2006 
International Fire Code. Mr. Nichols has completed a comparison 
document which has been forwarded to the subcommittee, is posted 
on the DOS website, and is going to be part of Chapter 1 of the 2006 
IFC on the eSolutions website. 

• The second task is to review the current NYS modifications to the 2007 
Fire Code of New York State and validate whether they should remain. 
Mr. Nichols has completed a comparison document which has been 



forwarded to the subcommittee, is posted on the DOS website, and is 
going to be part of Chapter 1 of the 2006 IFC on the eSolutions 
website. 

• The third task is to review any public code change proposals that are 
received during the submission period. 

 
3. The committee schedule will be rigorous and rapid. Mr. Nichols has stated the 

subcommittee work will end at the last meeting, sometime in mid-November 
2007. Because of this rapid schedule, several differences on committee 
conduct and business will be different than the last code cycle. This is to 
catch up with the ICC process, as requested by many organizations within the 
State. At the end of the subcommittee work, any outstanding issues will be 
completed by staff. The opinion of staff is already evident on the two 
published code comparison charts and can be considered as a standing 
position to be recommended to the Code Council in December. 

 
4. The committee will be utilizing the eSolutions website as a tool to review and 

comment on code changes. Any member that has not received eSolutions 
training needs to contact Mr. Nichols after the meeting. The benefit of 
eSolutions is subcommittee members can work and review other’s work at 
times other than meeting times. Also, the resultant of our work will be directly 
used as the editor to publish documents for the State Administrative 
Procedures Act. 

 
5. Between ICC changes and NYS modifications, the subcommittee is 

responsible to look at approximately 650 code changes, not including 
anticipated public code change proposals. To facilitate that the subcommittee 
utilizes it’s time wisely, Mr. Nichols has determined that a balloting process is 
needed. Every committee member should review the two comparison charts 
and if they do not agree with the standing motion, have a question, or believe 
it deserves a conversation, they are to submit the item number to Mr. Nichols. 
A ballot of all of your items is preferred. Submissions of ballot items should be 
done by Wednesday September 19th to Mr. Nichols at 
dan.nichols@dos.state.ny.us. No submissions will be accepted after COB 
Friday September 21st.  

 
6. The public code change submission period is currently open and is continuing 

until October 15th. Everyone, including staff and committee members, needs 
to submit the public code change proposal form, including substantiation prior 
to subcommittee consideration. The form is available on the DOS website. 

 
 
7. An open session was held to discuss potential issues already identified by 

subcommittee members: 
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• Mr. Nichols discussed that there are several substantial issues within the 
comparison charts including a recommendation to remove the requirement for 
motor-fueling station fire suppression systems and sunset the prohibition on 
the elimination of hold-open tabs on motor fueling nozzles. 

• Mr. Nichols stated that he is preparing to submit public code changes on 
inspection on unit-type emergency lights, photoluminesent exit marking, and 
possibly the incorporation of parts of the Urban-Wildland Interface Code. 

• Mr. Nichols reported that he is investigating on the applicability of the Uniform 
Code and if it is possible to incorporate fire safety provisions for subdivision 
design. Mr. Myers added information regarding local regulations they have in 
his municipality addressing such a concern. 

• Mr. Magee stated he is investigating whether the Uniform Code could pertain 
provisions for office buildings to have retroactive requirements for fire alarm 
systems. The group agreed that a provision like that would not be permitted. 

• Mr. Myers stated he may submit a code change regarding prohibiting self-
luminous exit signs. Mr. Nichols and Mr. Mueller stated that a UL and ASTM 
standard exists for these and most that are sold at local home centers are not 
listed. 

• Mr. Fennelly stated that the Westchester Career Chiefs is having a meeting 
and he will be submitting their concerns to the committee. 

• Mr. Magee and Mr. Hart had a lengthy and productive discussion on 
composite LPG tanks. The summary of the conversation is both agreed that 
the technology is not ready for the marketplace yet, these tanks have 
favorable results regarding explosions during a fire event, and these tanks 
have lost their DOT temporary certification. Composite tanks were not 
accepted in this round of NFPA 58.  

• Mr. Nichols stated that we may want to look at the hazards associated with 
automated LPG tank dispensers. Mr. hart will get some more industry 
information. 

• Mr. Nichols will be working with Mr. Martin on updating the fire alarm 
requirements for student housing. 

 
8. Several sections of the Fire Code are located in other Codes. To facilitate a 

smooth coordination between these documents, the FCTS with handle 
Chapter 9 in the Fire and Building Code (including the smoke control in the 
Mechanical Code) and the BCTS will handle the portions of Chapter 10 in the 
Fire and Building Codes dealing with new construction. 

 
9. There were no persons present on the tele-conference besides committee 

members. No other person requested to join the tele-conference prior to the 
tele-conference date. There, no public comment period was held no were any 
written comments distributed. 

 
10. The meeting was adjourned at approximately 11:00 am. 


