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May 1, 2015 

 

Dear Friends: 

 

On behalf of Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, congratulations to the New York State Community Action Network as you 

celebrate the 51st
 Anniversary of Community Action in our nation.  

 

Since 1964, the Community Action Network has worked diligently to improve the lives of our State’s most vulnerable 

residents.  From the time President Johnson declared war on poverty, local Community Action Agencies, working with low-

income residents and families, have played a major role in offering programs and services designed to combat poverty and build 

communities.   

 

In 2014, the Community Action Network helped more than 55,000 unemployed individuals find jobs and nearly 200,000 

low-income individuals and families receive emergency assistance, and distributed more than 5 million pounds of food 

throughout the State to low-income families. For each dollar in Community Services Block Grant funds received by the NYS 

network last year, community action agencies leveraged more than $15 dollars from Federal, State, local and private sources, 

including the value of volunteer hours.  These are impressive figures demonstrating the dedication of our Community Action 

Network to forging partnerships, engaging their communities, and generating the greatest return on investment possible for the 

residents of our State.   

 

The creation of the Community Action Network represented a profound and far-reaching shift in national social policy, 

demonstrating a vigorous commitment to empowering low-income individuals and neighborhoods to develop the resources and 

skills needed for thriving communities and individual opportunity.  Today, more than ever, it is important that we passionately 

maintain our commitment to fighting poverty and strengthening our State’s civic and economic life.  I commend you for your 

work thus far, and urge you to renew your efforts to meet the many challenges that lie ahead.  

 

Thank you. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Cesar A. Perales 

Secretary of State 

 

 
 

http://www.dos.ny.gov/

