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IRS Extends Tax Relief to Some New Jersey and New York Victims of Hurricane Sandy; Return Filing and Tax Payment Deadline Extended to April 1, 2013

WASHINGTON –– In the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy, the Internal Revenue Service announced additional tax relief to affected individuals and businesses. The IRS today is further extending tax deadlines of that relief until April 1 for the following localities:

·        In New Jersey (starting Oct. 26): Monmouth and Ocean counties.

·        In New York (starting Oct. 27): Nassau, Queens, Richmond and Suffolk counties.

Beyond the relief provided by law to taxpayers in the FEMA-designated counties, the IRS will work with any taxpayer who resides outside the disaster area but whose books, records or tax professional are located in the areas affected by Hurricane Sandy. All workers assisting the relief activities in the covered disaster areas who are affiliated with a recognized government or philanthropic organization are eligible for relief.  Taxpayers who live outside of the impacted area and think they may qualify for this relief need to contact the IRS at 866-562-5227.

The IRS also announced that Taxpayer Assistance Centers in several New York and New Jersey locations will be open additional hours to provide help to taxpayers impacted by Hurricane Sandy. There will also be special assistance available at several New Jersey and New York locations on Saturday, February 23 from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m. More information will be available on irs.gov.

The tax relief postpones various tax filing and payment deadlines that occurred starting in late October. As a result, affected individuals and businesses will have until April 1, 2013, to file these returns and pay any taxes due. This includes the fourth quarter individual estimated tax payment, normally due Jan. 15, 2013. It also includes payroll and excise tax returns and accompanying payments for the third and fourth quarters, normally due on Oct. 31, 2012 and Jan. 31, 2013 respectively, and calendar year corporate income tax returns due March 15. It also applies to tax-exempt organizations required to file Form 990 series returns with an original or extended deadline falling during this period.  

The IRS will abate any interest, late-payment or late-filing penalty that would otherwise apply. The IRS automatically provides this relief to any taxpayer located in the disaster area. Taxpayers need not contact the IRS to get this relief.

The tax relief is part of a coordinated federal response to the damage caused by the hurricane and is based on local damage assessments by FEMA. For information on disaster recovery, individuals should visit disasterassistance.gov.  

Hurricane Sandy Information Updates 

(Updated Thursday, March 13, 2013, 9:00am) 

KEY CONTACTS 
 NY State Attorney General’s Consumer Helpline – for gouging victims – 800-771-7755 

 FEMA Disaster Assistance Hotline – 800-621-3362 or online www.DisasterAssistance.gov 

New Yorkers living in the declared disaster areas after Super Storm Sandy now have more time to apply for help from the federal government, according to the governor's office. 

The deadline to register for FEMA assistance has been extended to March 29, 2013. 
Applicants must live in one of the 13 counties that are declared disaster areas: Bronx, Kings, Nassau, New York, Richmond, Rockland, Westchester, Suffolk, Queens, Orange, Putnam, Sullivan and Ulster. 

Disaster assistance can include money for help with rental, essential home repairs, personal property losses, and other serious disaster-related needs not covered by insurance. 

Register for assistance at www.disasterassistance.gov, via smartphone or tablet at m.fema.gov, by 

phone at 800-621-3362 or (TTY) 800-462-7585. 

 NY State Insurance Hotline – 800-339-1759 

 LIPA to report outages – 800-490-0075 or online www.liaccount.com/outage or by texting OUT to 695472 

 NATIONAL GRID to report gas leaks – 800-490-0045 or to request service – 800-930-5003 
 The Suffolk County Office of Emergency Management Hotline 8:00am & 5:00pm. Call (631)852-4900 for information and assistance on disaster-related issues. 

 Suffolk County Temporary Workers Grant – Call (631)853-6600 to apply 

 Suffolk County Emergency Shelter Hotline for those displaced by Super Storm Sandy (631)504-6853 between 9am-5:00pm, Monday-Friday. 

 The Department of Health Services will waive application and permit fees and provide an expedited review process for home owners and businesses that are faced with storm-related rebuilding. According to the Department of Health Services, fees for applications due to physical damage from Hurricane Sandy will be waived as follows: 

o Wastewater Management application fees will be waived. 

o Pollution Control plan review fees will also be waived. 

o Board of Review fee will be waived for in-kind replacements. 

o Operating fees for tanks will be unaffected. 

Applicants who wish to make an appointment with technical staff to discuss their situation may call the Office of Wastewater Management at (631)852-5700 and/or the Office of Pollution Control at (631)854-2501. This fee waiver and expedited review process will be in effect until further notice. 

How to Replace Documents Lost in a Disaster 
If papers are gone – like birth certificates, Social Security cards, drivers’ licenses, tax records, 
etc. – New York State and FEMA are advising residents on how to recover them: 
 Birth certificates: If you were born within the confines of the five boroughs of New York City, visit or write to the Office of Vital Records, 125 Worth Street, Room 133, New York, N.Y. 10013. (A photo ID is required both by mail and in person.) The office advises the fastest way to get records is online at www.nyc.gov/vitalrecords. The phone number is (212)788-4520. 

o To download and print an application, log onto http://home2.nyc.gov/html/doh/downloads/pdf/vr/birth1.pdf; to apply online, log onto www.nyc.gov/vitalrecords. 

 If you were born in New York state outside of New York City, log onto www.vitalchek.com or 

phone 877-854-4481. This will connect you to a company called VitalChek, which is contracted with the state to handle credit-card orders. There are modest fees involved. 
 Drivers’ licenses: Visit any New York Department of Motor Vehicles office. To find an office nearby, log onto www.dmv.ny.gov/index.htm and click on “Replace License or ID.” 

 Social Security cards: Call the U.S. Social Security office at 800-772-1213, Monday through Friday, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. EST. For TTY users the number is 800-325-0778, or log onto www.ssa.gov/ssnumber for more information. 

 Federal tax records: Call the Internal Revenue Service at 800-829-1040, Monday through Friday, 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. EST, or log onto www.irs.gov. 

 New York state tax records: For copies of returns, log onto www.tax.ny.gov/help/contact/how_to_reach.htm.  Click on “Get a copy of my return” and fill in the application. You can also apply for a tax-filing and payment extension for those directly affected by Hurricane Sandy at this site. 

 Nassau County Documents Replacement – (516)571-6377 (to request certified copy of Deed or Mortgage) 

 For copies of your utility bills, bank records, insurance policies, mortgage payments and the like, call the appropriate firm and speak to a customer-service representative. 

To prevent further loss of vital documents, place the originals or copies in a sealable plastic bag or other watertight container and secure that container where it is best protected and can easily be located. It is also a good idea to make copies of vital and important documents and mail them to a friend or relative you can trust to keep them safe and retrievable. 

Mental Health Assistance 
Phobia and Trauma Clinic at Hofstra University is offering free counseling and therapeutic services for Long Islanders who have suffered loss and hardship as a result of Hurricane Sandy. 

Call (516)463-5660--Phobia and Trauma Clinic at Joan and Arnold Saltzman Community Services 

Center, Hofstra University, Netherlands North, Hempstead, NY (campus south of Hempstead Turnpike) 

Surviving Sandy Support Groups 
Life Improvement Support Network of the Foundation for Religion and Mental Health is forming free support groups for those who have experienced loss, stress and trauma. Participants will explore their reactions within a trusting and nurturing environment, learn about the grieving process, develop strategies for coping and begin to integrate this change into their lives in order to move forward. 

Locations: 
 Oceanside: Mondays, 2:00pm, St. Anthony’s R.C. Church, 110 Anchor Avenue 
 Mondays, 7:00pm, First United Methodist Church, 1915 Davison St. 
Tuesdays, 7:00pm, Temple Avodah, 3050 Oceanside Rd.
 Baldwin: Wednesdays, 7:30pm, Baldwin Counseling Center, 775 Brooklyn Avenue 

 Rockville Centre:  Tuesdays, 4:15pm, Temple B’nai Sholom, 100 Hempstead Avenue 

 Malverne:  Sundays, 4:00pm, Community Presbyterian Church, 12 Nottingham Road 

For additional information, please contact Paul Engel at LISUN of FRMH, (516)547-4318. 

Disaster Distress Helpline 
The Disaster Distress Helpline offers 24/7/365 disaster crisis counseling and support to anyone, anywhere in the US via a toll-free, multi-lingual hotline (1-800-985-5990) and SMS. 

 24 hours a day 7 days a week direct counseling 

 1-800-985-5990 

 Text ‘TalkWithUs’ to 66746, Spanish speakers can text ‘Hablanos’ to 66746 

For more information on the Disaster Distress Helpline and disaster distress, coping tips, materials and more, please visit http://disasterdistress.samhsa.gov/ or contact Joe Samalin, Outreach and Training manager at jsamalin@mhaofnyc.org 

Long Beach Support Group 
If you have been under excessive stress since Hurricane Sandy, please join the weekly support group at Long Beach City Hall, 6th floor on Tuesdays from 6-7 pm, beginning December 18, 2012. It is quite normal for someone who has been through a catastrophic event to have a range of complex responses. These may include: 

 Sorrow/depression. 

 Irritability 

 Flashbacks (in the form of recurring intrusive images or nightmares) 

 Insomnia and other sleep problems 

 Difficulty concentrating 

 Anxiety about the future 

 New fears and phobias 

 Loss of interest in pleasurable activities 

 Numbing out 

 Isolating and avoiding people 
These responses to excessive stress can be overwhelming and disturbing. Join the weekly support group at Long Beach City Hall, 6th floor, on Tuesdays from 6-7 pm. The support group will provide a safe place to share experiences and emotions with others who are going through the same experience. Participants will learn new tools for self-care and stress relief geared towards recovering from a catastrophic event. 

GROUP LEADER Dr. Laurie Nadel is a psychotherapist/coach in Long Beach. Since 1991, she has been specializing in helping people heal from traumatic events. At South Nassau Communities’ Hospital’s WTC Family Center, Dr. Laurie ran a support group for teenagers whose fathers were killed in the World Trade Center. Visit www.laurienadel.com or call (516)368-4552 for more information. 

Muck Outs/Clean Up 
Individuals seeking volunteer teams to assist with muck out and clean-up of debris may call 

Methodist Church NY Conference (914)615-2233 

Long Island Volunteer Center 
To register as a volunteer to aid families in the clean-up, please go to: www.longislandvolunteercenter.org  or call (516)564-5482 
or email  info@longislandvolunteercenter.org
FOOD & SHELTER 
Emergency Shelter 
Suffolk County Emergency Shelter Hotline for those displaced by Super Storm Sandy call (631)504-6853 between 9:00am-5:00pm, Monday-Friday. 

SNAP/Food Stamp Benefits 
Nutrition Outreach and Education Program (NOEP) Coordinators can help families and individuals who may wish to apply for SNAP/Food Stamp benefits: 

Health & Welfare Council Nassau    SNAP/Food Stamp Assistance 

150 Broad Hollow Road, Melville NY 11747 (516)483-1110, press 4 
Catholic Charities Suffolk SNAP/Nutrition Outreach & Education Program 

143 Schleigel Boulevard, Amityville, NY 11701 (631)789-9546 

Project Warmth Heating Program from the United Way of Long Island: 

Program that will assist Hurricane Sandy survivors with heating. The application process will be done through the Disaster Case Management (DCM) agencies (FEGS and Catholic Charities). As the DCMs meet with families and learn that they need heating help, the DCMs may complete the application with the client, get copies of required documents and submit the application to United Way’s clearinghouse. Application is via a face-to-face meeting with the client, not over the phone. To make an appointment with a Disaster Case Manager, contact either 

 Catholic Charities (631)608-8882/8883 

 FEGS (516)496-7550 (press 6). 
National Grid Hurricane Sandy Relief Program 
This program provides grants up to $250,000 to National Grid commercial, industrial or multi-family residential gas customers that were impacted by Hurricane Sandy. Eligible customers can use program funds for energy infrastructure repairs or replacement, rehabilitation of buildings, and costs associated with replacement of machinery or equipment necessary for the operation of the businesses. Funding consideration will be based on documented financial need and impact to the community. To determine eligibility and for additional information, customers should contact National Grid at 855-496-9359. 

Nassau Hurricane Recovery Fund (NHRF) is providing financial assistance for Hurricane Sandy affected Nassau County residents who are not entitled to financial reimbursement from FEMA, do not have homeowners or flood insurance, are not receiving assistance from other government relief programs, or whose losses and damage far exceed insurance and/or FEMA coverage. Online application forms in English and Spanish are available at https://apps.nassaucountyny.gov/recoveryfund/   or 

 The Nassau Hurricane Recovery Fund c/o Nassau County Police Department 1490 Franklin Avenue, Room 216 Mineola, NY 11501 516-573-7810 

SBA Disaster Loan Applications - Hurricane Sandy survivors should return applications to keep options open – Deadline March 29, 2013. 
Federal Emergency Management Agency grants are not the only disaster assistance option for Hurricane Sandy survivors. The U.S. Small Business Administration’s low-interest disaster loan program is another important source of assistance for homeowners, renters and businesses. While some people prefer to avoid borrowing money to cover disaster-related expenses, additional unforeseen costs can arise down the road, leaving them without enough money to cover all expenses. 

Additional financial gaps that may occur include: 

 Insurance not covering all repair or rebuilding costs 

 Discovering disaster-related damage costs are more than the initial estimate 

 Finding additional damages. 
FEMA Disaster Recovery Centers (DRCs) 
DRCs will open for homeowners, renters and business owners who sustained damage as a result of Hurricane Sandy. Specialists from the state of New York, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) will be on hand to answer questions and provide information on the types of assistance available to survivors. The recovery centers act as a one- stop-shop for eligible survivors where they can meet with both state and federal workers and get help as quickly as possible. Visiting with a recovery specialist is not a requirement for survivors who want disaster assistance, but the centers are an excellent way for people to get answers to their questions about disaster aid and help applying for it. 

These are the DRC current locations 3/13/13 at 9:00am: 

Please note that FEMA may open or close DRC locations with little notice. 

Nassau County DRCs 
 Sacred Heart Parish, 127 Long Beach Road, Island Park, NY 11558 9am – 7pm, Monday-Saturday; 9am-3pm, Sunday 

 Cedar Creek Park, Merrick Rd, Seaford, NY 11783 9am – 6pm, Monday-Saturday; 9am-3pm, Sunday 

Suffolk County DRCs 
 Copiague Memorial Library – 50 Deauville Blvd, Copiague, NY 11726 Mondays-Fridays 9am-6pm; Saturdays 9am-3pm 

Suffolk County Online DRC 
Suffolk County has developed an online Disaster Recovery Center that will provide access to many 

of the same resources offered in the DRC sites, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week while Suffolk County continues to recover from Sandy. Visit http://www.suffolkcountyny.gov/recovery. 

FEMA Transitional Sheltering Assistance Program 
FEMA, at the request of the State of New York, has approved a 14-day extension to the Transitional Sheltering Assistance program, which allows eligible survivors from Hurricane Sandy who cannot return to their homes to stay in participating hotels or motels. The new extension will allow applicants to remain in participating hotels until March 23, 2013. FEMA will call applicants eligible for the extension to notify them of the extended 14-day period and the checkout date of March 24, 2013. This is a short-term program that places families in hotels while they work toward a longer-term housing plan. To be eligible for TSA, survivors must first apply for federal assistance through FEMA by: 

 Registering online at www.DisasterAssistance.gov  or via smartphone or tablet using the FEMA app or going to   m.fema.gov
 Registering by calling 800-621-3362 (TTY 800-462-7585). 

 Registering For 711 or video relay service  call 800-621-3362
FEMA Temporary Housing and Rental Assistance  For those who continue to have a housing need, temporary housing assistance is available from the Federal Emergency Management Agency. Applicants must fill out an important form for additional short-term rental assistance. FEMA mails all applicants who receive rental assistance the “Declaration for Continuing Need for Rental Assistance” form. It reaffirms that applicants have an ongoing need for temporary housing while they search for a permanent place to live. 
 This form is mailed 15 days after applicants receive their initial rental assistance grant 
 Applicants who need additional rental assistance must complete the form and mail it back to FEMA at the address printed on the form 
 If you don’t have the form, contact FEMA’s toll-free helpline 800-621-FEMA (800-621-3362) Returning to a permanent home is a significant milestone on the road to recovery. FEMA rental assistance may last for up to 18 months from the date of declaration. So it’s important for survivors to have a permanent housing plan. Survivors with questions about temporary housing assistance should contact FEMA’s toll-free helpline 800-621-FEMA (3362). Applicants who use 711-Relay or Video Relay Services (VRS) can call 800-621-3362. The toll-free telephone numbers operate 24 hours a day seven days a week until further notice. Individuals may register for help online at www.DisasterAssistance.gov  or by smartphone or tablet at m.fema.gov. 


What to Expect a During FEMA Housing Inspection 
After you register, one of the more than 2,000 FEMA Housing Inspectors on the ground will contact you to schedule an appointment to come see the damaged property if it is accessible. The inspection generally takes 30-40 minutes but can be shorter, and consists of a general inspection of damaged areas of your home and a review of your records. This is important: there is no fee for the inspection. When a FEMA housing inspector comes to visit your home, be sure they show you proper identification. If they do not show you photo identification, then do not proceed with the 
inspection. Unfortunately, disasters often bring out criminals who prey on the needs of disaster survivors – so beware of scams and scam artists. 

It’s important to note that throughout the recovery process, applicants may receive a visit from more than one inspector. In addition to FEMA housing inspectors, representatives from the Small Business Administration (SBA), as well as state and local officials could also visit neighborhoods in affected areas, so don’t be alarmed if you receive a visit from more than one inspector. 

If you suspect someone of posing as a FEMA inspector, call our toll-free Disaster Fraud Hotline at 866-720-5721, or your local law enforcement officials. 
When a FEMA Housing Inspector visits your home, someone 18 years of age or older who lived in the household prior to the disaster must be present for the scheduled appointment. The inspector will ask to see: 

 Photo 

 Proof of Ownership/Occupancy of damaged residence (Structural Insurance, Tax Bill, Mortgage 

 Payment Book/Utility Bill) 

 Insurance documents: Home and/or Auto (Structural Insurance/Auto Declaration Sheet). List of household occupants living in residence at time of disaster. 

 All disaster related damages to both real and personal property. 

Once the inspection process is complete, your case will be reviewed by FEMA and you will receive a letter, or email if you signed up for E-Correspondence, outlining the decision: 

 If you qualify for a FEMA grant, FEMA will send you a check by mail or deposit it directly into your bank account. You will also receive a letter describing how you are to use the money. You should only use the money given to you as explained in the letter and save receipts on how you spent the money. 

 If you do not qualify for a FEMA grant, you will receive a letter explaining why you were turned down and will be given a chance to appeal the decision. Your appeal rights will be described in this letter. Appeals must be in writing and mailed within 60 days of FEMA’s decision. 

 If you’re referred to the Small Business Administration, you will receive a SBA application. The application must be completed and returned in order to be considered for a loan as well as certain types of grant assistance. SBA representatives are available to help you with the application at local Disaster Recovery Centers. Completing and returning the loan application does not mean that you must accept the loan. 

Again, the first step in receiving assistance is registering for assistance with FEMA. So if you’re a Hurricane Sandy survivor and you haven’t registered yet, we encourage you to take advantage of our many ways to register for assistance. 
Environmental Hazards 
North Shore-LIJ Health System established a hotline to address potential environmental health hazards associated with Hurricane Sandy and its aftermath. Open to Nassau County residents, calls to 855-473-6399 go directly to the North Shore-LIJ Department of Population Health, with inquiries addressed by environmental health experts. Hotline hours are 9 a.m. to 5p.m., Monday through Friday; messages left when the hotline is closed are returned the next business day. Environmental hazards due to Hurricane Sandy flooding and damage or post-storm renovations may include asbestos; pesticides; mold; lead; sewage; water with undetermined contamination; carbon monoxide; chemicals such as solvents and paint thinners; and heating fuels such as gasoline, oil and kerosene. 
WASTE 
EPA, State & County to Launch Household Hazardous Waste Pickup & Drop-Off 
Contact: 

 John Martin (646)592–1425, martin.johnj@epa.gov 

 Elias Rodriguez (732)672–5520, rodriguez.elias@epa.gov 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation and Suffolk County will collect and properly dispose of potentially hazardous common household products from flood-damaged homes in Nassau and Suffolk County. People in affected homes may bring household products, including solvents, paints, cleaners, oil, propane tanks, batteries, petroleum products, weed/bug killers, car batteries, bleach and ammonia, to one of four drop-off locations. In addition, residents of surrounding towns can put waste products on the curb for pickup. The drop-off and pickup locations are listed below: 

Nassau County Sites: 

 Town of Oyster Bay Solid Waste Disposal Complex, 101 Bethpage-Sweet Hollow Rd., Old Bethpage
 Oceanside Transfer Station, 3737 Long Beach Rd., Oceanside
 Merrick Transfer Station, 1600 Merrick Rd., Merrick

Suffolk County Sites 

 Venetian Shores Park 801 Granada Parkway, Lindenhurst 

 Islip Multipurpose Recycling Facility 1155 Lincoln Avenue, Holbrook 

 Wastewater Treatment Plant 1 Hammond Street, Patchogue 

 Highway Barn 1177 Osborn Road, Riverhead 

You can find more information by calling the USEPA at 888-283-7626 during normal business hours to obtain specific disposal information. 

WATER 
The Suffolk County Water Authority announced that it would provide free well testing in its service area to Suffolk County residents using private wells who want to make sure their water supply has not been compromised by Super Storm Sandy. While the time period has elapsed for those who have returned to their homes, the time period will be extended indefinitely for anyone who has not returned to their homes by December 20. Tests would be conducted to make sure that private wells have not been contaminated by bacteria, fuels or chlorides via saltwater intrusion during the storm. 

Suffolk residents interested in having their free well water test should call (631)698-9500. Once water samples have been taken, results will be available as soon as possible. 

Public Health Hotline: (631)787–2200 
To ensure safety, please be advised of the following: 

 Residents are advised to avoid contact with residual floodwaters. 

 Standing flood water can be a source of diseases such as tetanus. Ensure tetanus immunization is up to date. 

 Exposure to fuel can lead to respiratory problems (inhalation) and to skin conditions (direct contact.) 

 Reports of fuel discharge, such as visible floating products, sightings of detached tanks, or significant persistent odor, should be provided to NYSDEC at 1(800)457-7362. NYSDEC will manage fuel problems through their Spills Program. 

 In general, foods that have come into contact with floodwaters are NOT safe to eat, and areas that have been subjected to flooding should be decontaminated prior to reoccupation. For additional guidance for specific health safety concerns go to Suffolk County Office of Emergency Management Website. 

 The Suffolk County Water Authority is suggesting its customers who expect to have their power and heat off for an extended period, should have their water turned off temporarily to prevent pipes from freezing. 

CHILDCARE:   For Childcare referrals, please call:                                                                                           Childcare Council of Nassau - (516)358-9288                                                                                                   Childcare Council of Suffolk - (631)462-0303                                                                                               Harbor Child Care has just received a grant from the Ford Foundation. The purpose of the grant is to aid families that are victims of Hurricane Sandy by providing child care at no cost to the family, up to $1,000.00 per child. Visit www.harborchildcare.com  or call (516)248-9855 for more information and locations. 
INSURANCE : The New York State Department of Financial Services is available to provide assistance for storm related insurance issues for property damage from Hurricane Sandy. The information and links on http://www.nyinsure.ny.gov/ are designed to help you find information and receive help in receiving any insurance benefits that are due to you. 
Storm Hotline Number: 1-800-339-1759, open 7 days.  
Local locations: 
 Cedar Creek Park, 3340 Merrick Rd, Seaford (east of Wantagh Ave) Daily from 8:00am - 11:00pm Phone: (516)571-7470 
 Merrick Jewish Centre, 225 Fox Blvd., Merrick Daily from 9:00am -5:00pm Phone: (516)379-8650 
EMPLOYMENT/BUSINESS ISSUES 
Disaster Unemployment Insurance – Deadline March 29, 2013 
http://www.labor.ny.gov/ui/claimantinfo/disaster-unemployment-assistance.shtm
Disaster Unemployment Assistance provides financial assistance to individuals whose employment or self- employment has been lost or interrupted as a direct result of a major disaster and who are not eligible for regular unemployment insurance benefits. If you live or work in Bronx, Kings, Nassau, New York, Queens, Richmond, Rockland, Suffolk or Westchester counties and you lost your income due to the effects of Hurricane Sandy, you may qualify for DUA. To find out if you might be eligible for DUA, call the Telephone Claims Center (TCC) at 1-888-209-8124, or 1-877-358-5306 if you live out of state. Answer the questions to indicate that you lost your job as a direct result of Hurricane Sandy. File your application with the New York State Department of Labor as soon as possible. 
Hurricane Sandy survivors should return SBA Disaster Loan Applications to keep options open – Deadline March 29, 2013. 
Federal Emergency Management Agency grants are not the only disaster assistance option for Hurricane Sandy survivors. The U.S. Small Business Administration’s low-interest disaster loan program is another important source of assistance for homeowners, renters and businesses. While some people prefer to avoid borrowing money to cover disaster-related expenses, additional unforeseen costs can arise down the road, leaving them without enough money to cover all expenses. 

Additional financial gaps that may occur include: 

 Insurance not covering all repair or rebuilding costs 

 Discovering disaster-related damage costs are more than the initial estimate 

 Finding additional damages. 

Emergency Sales Tax Relief Program 
The program provides relief from state and local sales tax on building materials such as windows, sheet rock, flooring and electrical as well as on equipment a business needs to replace that was damaged by the storm. Anthony Manetta the IDA's Executive Director said, "Making sure our companies operate again efficiently is a main priority. We have streamlined the IDA process to get our companies to start rebuilding quickly and more cost effectively". The program will provide sales tax relief for purchase of building materials and for the repurchase of equipment of up to $100,000 in purchase costs 

There will be 200 businesses eligible for the program. A business must have 25 or fewer full-time employees to participate. Joanne Minieri, Commissioner of Economic Development & Planning, and IDA Board Member added, "It is absolutely critical that small businesses open and operate again. They are the lifeblood of our local economy." 

When a small business owner takes advantage of the IDA's relief program, the agency will facilitate discussions between them and the Town they operate in. The Town will be able to communicate directly with the business to determine if there are any issues they can develop solutions for. "Partnering with the Towns gives an added level of support to the local business owners in need of help. They could have a question on permitting, or where to access certain Town specific forms," said IDA Executive Director Anthony Manetta. Small business owners who have had their place of business damaged by Super Storm Sandy are urged to fill out a relief form at www.SuffolkIDA.org . Questions are asked to be directed to (631)853-4802 or email them to: info@suffolkida.org
DONATIONS 
Organizations are just starting to locate warehouse and storage space. The need for donations will change. 

Island Harvest 
Donations of food, cleaning supplies, water, and nonperishable items may be dropped off at the following 

Island Harvest locations:   Island Harvest Food Collection & Distribution Center 

40 Marcus Blvd., Hauppauge, NY 11788  Hours: Weekdays, 10:00 am - 3:00 pm 

 Island Harvest Uniondale Warehouse (behind the Holly Patterson extended care facility) 

875 Jerusalem Ave., Uniondale, NY 11553  Hours: Weekdays, 10:00 am - 3:00 pm 

 Long Island Cares 

Donations of diapers and baby formula are welcome631-582-FOOD www.facebook.com/licares 

 Long Island Food Not Bombs 

Accepting donations of food, clothing, gasoline and communication devices 

Email: longislandfoodnotbombs@gmail.com 

Island Harvest Hurricane Relief 
Island Harvest has mobile food pantries and fleet of trucks visiting communities including Long Beach, Freeport, Lindenhurst, Bay Shore, Amityville, Babylon, Mastic, New Cassel, Great Neck, Port Washington, Bayville, Glen Cove and Shirley to bring food and personal care items to thousands of residents in these hard hit neighborhoods. 

Donations of food, cleaning supplies, water, and nonperishable items (low sodium canned vegetables, soups & fruit, canned meat, whole wheat pasta & cereal, nutritional beverages such as Ensure) may be dropped off at the following Island Harvest locations: 

Nassau County 
Island Harvest Uniondale Warehouse (behind the Holly Patterson extended care facility) 

875 Jerusalem Avenue Uniondale, NY 11553 (516) 294-8528 Hours: Weekdays, 10:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Suffolk County 
Island Harvest Food Collection & Distribution Center 40 Marcus Boulevard Hauppauge, NY 11788 

(631) 873-4775 Hours: Weekdays, 10:00 am - 3:00 pm 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
People interested in pre-registering to volunteer for Long Island-based agencies involved with disaster recovery should visit either the Long Island Volunteer Center website, www.longislandvolunteercenter.org , call (516)564-5482, or email info@longislandvolunteercenter.org.   Volunteers for American Red Cross call (571)205-3315
Requests for VOLUNTEERS/DONATIONS for Disaster Relief 
-- The Empire State Relief Fund was announced by Governor Cuomo on November 9, 2012. The Fund advises that individuals or organizations looking to donate should visit www.empirestaterelief.com or, to make a $10 donation to the Fund, text "RELIEF" (735433) to 80000. The Empire State Relief Fund will devote 100% of donations to programs, and does not retain an administrative overhead fee. The Fund is in the process of applying for approval as a 501(c)(3) public charity so that all donations will be tax- deductible to the extent permitted by law. For more information, please visit www.empirestaterelief.com. 

--Aidmatrix Foundation - If you are a company or an organization with access to large volumes of items and would like to donate them to disaster relief effort, please make your donation known by entering your offer into the National Donations Management Network (www.ndmn.us) where it will be visible to the State Emergency Management Teams and the Relief Organizations with which they work. These teams will evaluate the donation offers and will contact you directly to either accept or decline the offer.  

-- Newsday, News 12 Long Island and the Robert R. McCormick Foundation have launched Hurricane Sandy Long Island Disaster Relief. Donations can be made by calling 800-931-5707 or going to www.newsday.com/sandyrelief. 

-- The Roman Catholic Diocese of Rockville Centre is accepting donations at any parish. The diocese also is accepting money donations, which will be distributed to parish-based and other Catholic social service agencies. 

-- Island Harvest in Mineola especially is seeking protein products in cans, personal-care items and baby items, among other donations. For more information call (631)873-4775. 

-- Long Island Cares is asking for donations. For more information, call (631)582-FOOD(3663) or contact the agency via Facebook at www.facebook.com/licares. 

-- Long Island Food Not Bombs seeks volunteers and donations of food, clothing, gasoline and communications devices. For more information, email longislandfoodnotbombs@gmail.com. 

-- B'nai B'rith International opened a disaster relief fund for Sandy. To donate or to get more information, go to www.bbi.convio.net. 

-- Big Brothers Big Sisters Long Island is seeking monetary donations to help restore its Islandia building that partly collapsed during Hurricane Sandy. Make a $5 donation, by texting BIG to 80100 or contact the organization at (516)731-7880. 

-- Nassau-Suffolk Hospital Council and other associations have established the Hurricane Sandy Health Care Employee Relief Fund to help employees of hospitals and other healthcare organizations. To donate of for more information, go to www.uhfnyc.org/hurricane_sandy_relief_fund. 

-- Long Beach is accepting financial donations, which can be made online at www.longbeachny.org or sent to City of Long Beach Relief, 1 West Chester St., Long Beach, NY 11561. 

Long Beach Support Group 
If you have been under excessive stress since Hurricane Sandy, please join the weekly support group at Long Beach City Hall, 6th floor on Tuesdays from 6-7 pm, beginning December 18, 2012. It is quite normal for someone who has been through a catastrophic event to have a range of complex responses. These may include: 

 Sorrow/depression. 

 Irritability 

 Flashbacks (in the form of recurring intrusive images or nightmares) 

 Insomnia and other sleep problems 

 Difficulty concentrating 

 Anxiety about the future 

 New fears and phobias 

 Loss of interest in pleasurable activities 

 Numbing out 

 Isolating and avoiding people 

These responses to excessive stress can be overwhelming and disturbing. Join the weekly support group at Long Beach City Hall, 6th floor, on Tuesdays from 6-7 pm. The support group will provide a safe place to share experiences and emotions with others who are going through the same experience. Participants will learn new tools for self-care and stress relief geared towards recovering from a catastrophic event. 

GROUP LEADER Dr. Laurie Nadel is a psychotherapist/coach in Long Beach. Since 1991, she has been specializing in helping people heal from traumatic events. At South Nassau Communities’ Hospital’s WTC Family Center, Dr. Laurie ran a support group for teenagers whose fathers were killed in the World Trade Center. Visit www.laurienadel.com or call (516)368-4552 for more information. 

Learn How to Protect Your Homes from Future Storms 
New Yorkers beginning the rebuilding process will have opportunities to receive technical information on improvements to protect their homes from future storms. Information on ways to protect your property from disasters to come is available at: www.fema.gov. Click on “Plan, Prepare and Mitigate.” 

For more information on New York’s disaster recovery, visit: 

www.fema.gov/disaster/4085 

http://twitter.com/FEMASandy 

www.facebook.com/FEMASandy 

www.fema.gov/blog.
WARMING SITES 
There are no longer any specifically designated warming sites, but people can get warm at their local public libraries, places of worship, senior centers and malls
