APPROVED 4/30/14 


Cemetery Board Minutes


March 25, 2014


Hilton Albany

40 Lodge Street


Albany, NY 12207

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:

Daniel Shapiro, Department of State, Chairman
       
Christopher Wiles, Office of Attorney General

Robert Welch, Department of Health
        


OTHER  ATTENDEES:

Anthony Milillo, Department of State, Counsel

Lewis A. Polishook, Division of Cemeteries 

Chester Butkiewicz, Division of Cemeteries
 
Joseph Ambrose, Division of Cemeteries

Alicia Young, Division of Cemeteries

Leonard Breen, Division of Cemeteries

Kerry McGovern, Division of Cemeteries

Suzanne Dressel, Division of Cemeteries


GUESTS:        

Members of the New York State Association of Cemeteries (NYSAC)
14-4-A-
22
Minutes of Previous Meetings

Motion made, seconded and unanimously carried to approve the March 25, 2014 minutes as submitted.


14-4-B-23
Legislation and Regulation 


Legislation - Mr. Milillo directed the Board’s attention to the following bills:


S3307/A7201
A3514A/S2368B
S2097B/A3179A
A3175/S2514

Regulation - Mr. Milillo summarized the draft of the proposed changes to reporting requirements and discussed issues regarding the proper Permanent Maintenance Fund allocations of installment payments.  
14-4-C-
24
Division’s Report


Mr. Polishook reported that he was in contact with a number of organizations in an effort to provide outreach and public forums to towns and smaller cemeteries, especially in rural areas.  Mr. Polishook discussed issues regarding social service burials and reminded cemeteries that the Division’s approval is necessary for the establishment of an indigent burial fee and that the cemetery may refuse a burial in the event that payment in full for services has not been received before interment.       

14-4-D-
25
Vandalism Report
Mr. Butkiewicz summarized the April, 2014 vandalism report. In the fiscal year ending March 31, 2014, vandalism fees collected totaled $461,955. Applications granted totaled $ 741,740, with pending applications totaling $662,985.
14-4-E-26
Cemetery of the Highlands (36-006 Orange) – Major Renovation

Joanne Sullivan, a representative of the Cemetery of the Highlands, explained that the cemetery was seeking approval to accept 30,000 yards of clean fill from the expansion of the Woodbury Commons, at no cost to the cemetery. Motion made, seconded and unanimously made to approve the major renovation application.    
14-4-F-27
Fishkill Rural Cemetery (14-007 Dutchess) – Columbarium Application 
Mr. Butkiewicz summarized the project plan for the construction of a columbarium and explained that the Division had no objections to the application. Motion made, seconded and unanimously carried to approve the construction of the columbarium. 
Public Comment 

The Cemetery Board opened the meeting for public comments and discussions. 
Motion to go into executive session made, seconded and unanimously carried.
Motion to exit executive session made, seconded and unanimously carried.

Motion to adjourn made, seconded and unanimously carried.
