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BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 
Daniel Shapiro, Department of State, Chair  Paul Ambrose, Department of Health 
Christopher Wiles, Office of Attorney General  

Mark Pattison, Department of State   Lewis A. Polishook, Division of Cemeteries 
Antonio Milillo, Department of State, Counsel  Michael Seelman, Division of Cemeteries 
Leonard Breen, Division of Cemeteries   Brendon Stanton, Division of Cemeteries 
  

GUESTS: 

David F. Fleming, New York State Association of Cemeteries 
Connie Goedert, Temporary Receiver, Whispering Maples Memorial Gardens 
David Rylance, Wiltwyck Cemetery 
Bruce Geiger, Pinelawn Cemetery 
Dannielle Melendez, New York State Funeral Directors Association 
Marianne Schrom, New York State Funeral Directors Association 

 
 17-06-A-35 Minutes of Previous Meetings 
 

Motion made, seconded and unanimously adopted approving the minutes of the May 8, 2017 meeting as 
amended. 
 
 

 17-06-B-36 Legislation and Regulation 
 

1. Pending Legislation 
 
Mr. Milillo reported on pending legislation.  Several bills passed the Senate but not the Assembly.  
S.6396 passed both the Senate and Assembly.  This bill defines “religious” and “nonsectarian” burial 
societies and would allow cemeteries to reclaim graves from abandoned nonsectarian burial societies 
using similar language to existing grave reclamations.  The bill does not apply to “religious” burial 
societies.  It is awaiting the Governor’s signature or veto. 
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Green-Wood Cemetery was incorporated by act of the legislature but now wishes to file its certificate of 
incorporation with the Department of State.  A bill passed both houses of the legislature, recognizing 
Green-Wood Cemetery as a not-for-profit corporation and allowing it to file an amended certificate of 
incorporation with the Department of State. 
 
Certain provisions in the General Business Law, Health Law, and Insurance Law require that certain 
funds received by funeral firms be held in trust.  A bill extending this legislation, which would have 
expired on June 30, 2017, to June 30, 2022, passed both houses and was signed by the Governor.  
 
2. Rules and Regulations 
 
None. 
 

 17-06-C-37 Division’s Report 
 

Mr. Polishook reported that on June 20, 2017, the New York State Police arrested a former 
Superintendent of Raymond Hill Cemetery, in Putnam County, for allegedly misappropriating at least 
$250,000 from the cemetery.   
 
17-06-D-38 Vandalism Report 
 
Mr. Polishook presented the vandalism report:  In this fiscal year, the Division has collected $109,339 in 
vandalism fund fees. The Board has granted $104,079 from the vandalism fund.  Excluding Whispering 
Maples Memorial Gardens, there are $465,840 in applications pending, all of which are for restoration of 
dangerous monuments.  
 
Vandalism/Abandoned/Repair Orders – 5 
    
The Board approved the following applications for funds for restoration of dangerous monuments: 
 

  
ID No. Name Amount 
04-017 Lisle Village Cemetery (D) $44,487.00
22-023 Middleville Rural Cemetery (D) $21,771.36
39-010 Exeter Cemetery (D) $35,425.23
51-004 Bath Cemetery (D) $27,732.00
51-021 Greenville Cemetery (D) $19,099.50

 
17-06-E-39 Wiltwyck Cemetery (56-037 Ulster) – Major Renovation 

By application dated March 24, 2017 application, Wiltwyck Rural Cemetery Association (the Cemetery) 
sought approval of a major renovation, to construct a new crematory building that will have a refrigerated 
temporary storage unit, a new processing station, and a private transfer area.  The new facility will offer a 
viewing room for families and an enclosed office which will enable the operators to comfortably process 
paperwork.  The new facility will be hooked up to the gas main, unlike the current facility, which runs on 
propane fuel.  The existing retorts will be replaced with two new Matthews Power Pak I retorts.  The 
estimated cost of construction of the new facility and replacement of retorts is $1,084,670.  The project 
will be financed using a “community benefit” loan (from Rondout Savings Bank) of $1,300,000, for the 
term of 25 years with the first 10 years at 4.25% fixed interest.  An existing loan will be rolled into this 
loan to benefit from a better interest rate. Monthly payments will be $7,042.  
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After discussion, motion was made, seconded and unanimously approved by the New York State 
Cemetery Board for the major renovation application as submitted contingent upon the cemetery 
providing a letter from the bank indicating that the existing loan will be retired upon initiation of the 
current loan, and further contingent on receipt of all required local approvals. 
 

 
17-06-F-40 Willowbrook Cemetery (07-061 Chautauqua) – Columbarium 
   
This application was tabled for the next meeting, to facilitate presentation of additional financial 
information requested by the Board. 

17-06-G-41 Whispering Maples Memorial Gardens (10-024 Clinton) – Administrative Fund 
   
Continuing their abandoned cemetery application, the Towns of Plattsburgh and Ellenburg requested 
funds for maintenance of Whispering Maples Memorial Gardens, an abandoned cemetery consisting of a 
mausoleum building in Plattsburgh and a mausoleum building and crematory in Ellenburg.  After 
extended discussion, the Board approved funds in an amount not to exceed $2,149,081.61, for the work 
described in the Towns’ application.  The Board delegated to the Division the authority to approve 
requests by the Towns for payment, with disbursements to be made as progress payments are required.  
The Board tabled discussion of those aspects of the application that sought payment for various services 
(such as accounting, legal, and a survey) and a new granite sign at the Ellenburg location of the cemetery.  
The Division thanked the Temporary Receiver for her work on behalf of the cemeteries. 
 
Public Comments:  
 
None. 
 
Motion to go into executive session made, seconded and unanimously carried. 
 
Motion to exit executive session made, seconded and unanimously carried. 
 
Matter of Central Crematory, Inc. (12-023 Cortland) – Non-Compliance 
 
During executive session, motion made, seconded and unanimously adopted to delegate to the 
Administrative Law Judge for hearing the matter of proposed penalty for Central Crematory.  Hearing to 
be noticed and held in accordance with the rules of the Department of State. 
 
Motion to adjourn made, seconded and unanimously carried. 
 
The next Cemetery Board meeting is to be held on July 28, 2017 at 10:30 AM, One Commerce Plaza, 99 
Washington Ave., Albany, NY 12231. 


