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Exhibits 
 

A) Report of Senior Accountant Chris Cosco 
B) Application from Fort Plain Cemetery Association 
C) Board minutes approving the columbarium project 
D) Map of the project area 
E) Sketch of the proposed columbarium unit 
F) Photograph of the sign required by 19 NYCRR Section 201.11 
G) Estimate 
 

Introduction and Recommendation 
 

The Fort Plain Cemetery Association has applied for Cemetery Board approval for the 
installation of a 16-niche columbarium unit. 
  
Fort Plain Cemetery consists of 37 acres and is located in the Town of Minden, Village of Fort 
Plain, Montgomery County. The cemetery was incorporated in 1863 although there are burials 
that predate its incorporation. It has an all-volunteer board, the cemetery is well maintained and 
appears to be in compliance with applicable regulations and laws.  No related parties are 
involved in this transaction. 
 
I recommend that the project be approved. 
 
The Columbarium 
 
The Fort Plain Cemetery Association proposes to purchase a 16-companion niche columbarium 
unit, and have it installed in the cemetery.  They do not currently have any columbaria.  At this 
time the association has no plans to build another columbarium unit. The cemetery will need to 
apply for approval from the New York State Cemetery Board for any other columbarium units. 
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The columbarium unit is constructed by Granite Industries of Vermont, located at Venetti Pl, 
Barre, VT 05641 and will arrive on site in a preassembled or mostly assembled condition. It will 
be installed by Letter Memorial, Inc. of Johnstown, NY 12095, who will also install the 
foundation. 
  
Compliance with 19 NYCRR Section 201.11 
 
The cemetery has demonstrated compliance with 19 NYCRR Section 201.11. Specifically: 
 

1. Whether the proposed construction has the approval of the corporation's lot owners, 
obtained at a special or regular meeting. If not, a description of the authorization or 
approval obtained.  
The cemetery’s board of directors met on April 12, 2019 and approved the construction 
of the columbarium.  A copy of the meeting minutes is attached (Exhibit C). 

2.  (A) The name of the licensed architect or engineer and the estimated total costs of 
construction, including land to be appropriated, landscaping, embellishments and other 
features.  
This unit is preassembled and supplied by Granite Industries of Vermont, located at 
Venetti Pl, Barre, VT 05641. The estimated total cost of construction is $14,575. 
Estimates are included as Exhibit G and H.  
(B) A map or sketch indicating the location of the building, together with a general 
description including the number of crypts and niches.  
The described map and sketch are attached (Exhibits D and E). 
(C) Whether the proposed construction is the complete structure or whether units are to 
be added later. If future units are contemplated, the extent of such commitment or plan. 
Future units are possible, but no specific plans have been made.  

3. The source of funds to pay for the construction and the terms of payment.  
The cemetery will use $8,575 from the general fund and $6,000 from a grant. 

4.  An estimate of the trust funds and the current maintenance funds required to maintain 
and preserve the facility, covering the year-to-year maintenance and long-term 
preservation.  
See attached report of Senior Accountant Cosco (Exhibit A) for further financial analysis. 

5. An estimate of the cumulative total revenues from sales based on the projected selling 
 prices.  
See attached report of Senior Accountant Cosco (Exhibit A) for further financial analysis. 

6. A full disclosure to the extent outstanding certificates of indebtedness or land shares are                      
to participate in the sales proceeds.  
The cemetery has no outstanding certificates of indebtedness or land share certificates. 

7. The projected disposition of the total estimated sales revenues, including but not limited           
to the amounts to be allocated for: (A) permanent maintenance and current maintenance 
funds; (B) supplemental trust or special fund; (C) estimated selling expenses, including 
disclosure of promotional plans; (D) recovery of construction costs; (E) general fund use 
or retention; and (F) building operation.  
See attached report of Senior Accountant Cosco (Exhibit A) for further financial analysis. 

8. (A) A copy of the drawing required by paragraph (B) of this subdivision along with an  
indication of the location of the proposed building, and a statement that the notices 
required by such paragraph have been posted in accordance with its provisions.  
The cemetery posted notices at the site, both entrances and the office, on May 1, 2020, 
with a statement that comments will be accepted until July,1, 2020.  To date there have 
been no negative comments reported by the cemetery and no comments received by the 
Division of Cemeteries.  
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Recommendation 
 
The cemetery has provided all of the necessary documentation and both financial and 
operational assessments indicate this will be a positive project. The cemetery has demonstrated 
a need for this unit, as there are no other columbaria within 25 miles of Fort Plain Cemetery. 
The rate of cremation is climbing throughout New York, making it even more likely that 
cremation niches will gain in popularity.  
 
It is recommended that approval of this project be granted.   
 
















































