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TO: New York State Cemetery Board 

 
FROM:  Michael D. Seelman, Investigator II 

 
SUBJECT:  Green Hill Cemetery Association, #29-011 

 
RE: Hazardous Monument Checklist 

 
DATE: September 22, 2020 

 
 

 
Application Completed and notarized 

73 Monuments Requested  

Legal Notice complete and run 3 times in The Amsterdam Recorder for $145.68 

73 Monuments Appear Hazardous 

Pickett Memorials repair estimate $28,215 (average $387/ monument) 

Repairs Appear Appropriate 

Pickett Memorials proposes 42-inch foundations where necessary, cement caps where appropriate 

and offers a 10-year warranty 

Cemetery Up to Date on Annual Reports and Vandalism Payments 

Previous funds used properly 

Note that the cemetery contacted three contractors and was unable to obtain a second bid.  

Recommend Approval in the amount of $28,360.68. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE - DIVISION OF CEMETERIES  

MEMORANDUM  

  

TO: New York State Cemetery Board  

  

FROM: Leonard Breen, Investigator  

  

SUBJECT: Green Hill Cemetery, #29-011 

  

RE: Application for Repair of Hazardous Monuments  

  

DATE: September 4, 2020 

  

  

Exhibits  

  

A) Application for Repair or Removal of Dilapidated or Disrepaired Monuments that Create 

a Hazardous Condition 

B) Letter from Betz 

C) Pickett Memorial repair estimate for $28,215 

D) Legal notice for ad placed in The Recorder $145.68 

 

 

 

 Introduction and Recommendation  

  

  I received an application (Exhibit A) for the repair of 73 hazardous monuments located in 

the Green Hill Cemetery in the City of Amsterdam, Montgomery County. The application was 

submitted by Paul Damiano, President of Green Hill Cemetery. Included with this application is 

one estimate from Pickett Memorials (Exhibit C) for memorial repair totaling $28,215. 

The cemetery attempted to obtain another estimate but was unsuccessful. Included with the 

application is a letter from cemetery trustee, Peter Betz, explaining that the cemetery had 

contacted two other memorial dealers (Letter, McFee) and both declined the offer to submit an 

estimate because they said it is a time consuming process with no guarantee of being awarded  

 



        (2) 

 

 

the contract. I agree with this assessment of the hazardous monument application process and 

see this as becoming a more common occurrence, especially with rural cemeteries. 

Also included was a legal notice (Exhibit C) that ran for three consecutive weeks in The Record 

(6/17/20, 6/24/20, 7/1/20) 

  I recommend approval of this application.  

 

The Monuments  

  

I visited the cemetery on June 8, 2020 and found that all 73 monuments under 

application were either loose on their foundations or tipping and appeared to pose a hazard to 

cemetery visitors and employees. The cemetery has had no response to the legal 

advertisement which it placed, and has no funds dedicated to the restoration of monuments.   

Based on the advanced age of the monuments in question, it is assumed the foundations were 

laid privately by either the families or by monument contractors.  

  The Pickett Memorials memorial repair estimate proposes to reset the monuments on 

the new foundation and seal all joints.  They offer a ten-year warranty. 

    

    

Recommendation  

  

The cemetery is current with its payments to the vandalism fund, with the filing of its 

annual reports and the previous grant was used appropriately.  All documents appear to be in 

order, and this appears to be a legitimate claim for $28,360.68 I recommend that this application 

be approved.                               





WYORK 
TEOF 
ORTUNITY. 

Division of 

Cemeteries 

ALf:::\: ,)!·FICE 
DEPARTMEflJT OF STATE 

New York State 

Department of State 

DIVISION OF CEMETERIES 

One Commerce Plaza 

99 Washington Avenue 

Albany, NY 12231-0001 
Telephone: (518) 474-6226 

www.dos.ny.gov 

Application for Repair or Removal of Dilapidated or Disrepaired Monuments 

that Create a Dangerous Condition 

This application applies only to Not-for-Profit Cemetery Corporations and must be completed in full and signed before a notary public_ 
Funds may be allocated for the above-captioned purposes in accordance with 19 NYCRR §200.11 (statutory authority: Not-for-Profit 
Corporation Law, §1510-a)_ The full text of this Cemetery Board Directive appears on the reverse. 

AMOUNT REQUESTED COUNTY IN WHICH 

2_ __ $_ 28,360.68 _______ CEMETERY IS LOCATED 1---.\.����f.i \\_,'--",
CEMET�RY N�E (�(l�E� i;\ �\... C - ' - CEMETERY ID NUMBER 

--�,;:=\A 'fsQ.rs) -·�,::i-e; tN.�Itl.'\..Jt��TNC _____ .Ll\:-::9-Jl9_t1-Gv _____ -- ----------•
NAME OF CEMETERY OFFICIAL TITLE 

\0 f\\)\. �- ()�N---\tiWO ��S\,�\�\07 
STREET ADDRESS 

\ ('.JO C\:\ \} \)\ c:. \-\ s ,Q..6 C\
CITY/TOWNNILLAGE ZIP CODE 

-------��'-S'C Q�0..'¾"'- ___________________________ \'Lti \0
TELEPHONE NUMBERS: (.l':.LL 

Home ( �l?S) Ss�1.:- SQ <;"'f:, ¼lo:r1< (S \e ) 7 G�-3GC\\.\ 
E-MAIL ADDRESS FAX 

f\il.R\\S\'(i._ Q ':)�\-\CD -.c ON'-
Has this cemetery previously applied for and received a grant from the Vandalism, 
Abandonment & Monument Repair Fund? . ......... . 

*If YES, when? 2. 0 \ C\ Amount Received: $ <. \ ) \ :h?.. . X 4-
Was proof of completed work forwarded to the Division of Cemeteries? 

171 YES* ilNo 

£YES _ONO 

1 _ Provide a description of each damaged monument and/or marker and enclose referenced photos: 
\V\...�'C>Af:; S.E,tc \J\'>.C C;� S;'-.-½7•0S: ::\:: �\,-\\.:�()<:. \ N t;'\C:\M:.,"( �Q..(lo\:('... '�- -----

2. Attach copies of bids submitted by at least two contractors for the cost of repairs or removal and replacement. 

3. Attach proof that the cemetery corporation has given not less than 60-day notice to the last known owner to repair or remove the 
monument or marker and that said owner has failed to do so within the time prescribed in that notice. 

I, the undersigned, duly authorized, swear or affirm under the penalties of perjury that the above-named cemetery has not been able to 
obtain sufficient funds tram the family of the deceased, that the proposed costs of the repairs or removals and replacements are fair and 
reasonable and that the above-described monuments and/or markers are so badly out of repair or dilapidated as to create a 
dangerous condition. I further swear or affirm that the information contained in this application is true and correct. I agree that, upon 
receipt of monies for the repair or removal of dilapidated or disrepaired monuments that create a dangerous condition, such repairs will be 
made as quickly as possible and documentation (receipts and statements) of the repairs and removals will be submitted to the Division of 
Cemeteries within 90 days following completiorr-n\work. 
Signature of /--:> �! )L � ( ,'J j -:J ._ , 
Cemetery Official: ,-';J Q " ,, / \� \ � � 1,\�,,,., "� Date: �,;,£� '.j , .,.-} 0 ::}O 

Oo this �y of'Wi

""' 

,;I) 
Thomas P. Syzdek appeared ---------1---

N t ry Public State of New York o a • k n o me to be said person. 
ND.01SY6197386 

Qualified in Montgomery County 

DOS-1 SBsir-li'?mN,St\ift�syxpires Dec. 1. 2020 
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   EXHIBIT B 





    
   EXHIBIT C 



























    
   EXHIBIT D 










