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TO: NEW YORK STATE CEMETERY BOARD 

 
FROM:  MICHAEL D. SEELMAN, INVESTIGATOR II 

 
SUBJECT:  LAKEWOOD CEMETERY ASSOCIATION, #39-016 

 
RE: HAZARDOUS MONUMENT REPAIR CHECKLIST 

 
DATE: JULY 23, 2020 

 
 

 
Application Completed and notarized 

Voucher included 

33 Monuments Requested  

Legal Notice complete and run 3 times in The Oneonta Daily Star               $107.73 

33 Monuments Appear Hazardous 

Estimates: Humphrey Memorials repair estimate $47,300 (average $1,433/ monument) 

 McFee Memorials repair estimate $52,972 (average $1,605/ monument) 

Repairs Appear Appropriate  

Both contractors propose 42-inch foundations and offer a 10-year warranty 

Cemetery Up to Date on Annual Reports and Vandalism Payments 

Recommend Approval in the amount of $47,407.73 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE - DIVISION OF CEMETERIES 

MEMORANDUM 

 

TO: New York State Cemetery Board 
 
FROM: Brendon Stanton, Investigator 
 
SUBJECT: Lakewood Cemetery Association, #39-016 
 
RE: Application for Repair of Hazardous Monuments 
 
DATE: July 21, 2020 
 
 
Exhibits 
 

A) Application for Repair or Removal of Dilapidated or Disrepaired Monuments that Create 
a Hazardous Condition 

B) Humphrey Memorials estimate for $47,300.00 
C) McFee Memorials estimate for $52,972.00 
D) Invoice and copy from Oneonta Daily Star legal notice for $107.73 
 

 
Introduction and Recommendation 
 
 I received an application (Exhibit A) for the repair of 33 hazardous monuments located in 
the Lakewood Cemetery of the town of Middlefield, Otsego County.  The application was 
submitted by Milo Stewart, secretary of the Lakewood Cemetery Association.  Included with this 
application were two estimates:  one from Humphrey Memorials for $47,300.00 (Exhibit B); and 
one from McFee Memorials for $52,972.00 (Exhibit C).  Also included was an invoice from a 
Oneonta Daily Star newspaper legal notice (Exhibit D) that was run for three consecutive weeks 
for $107.73. 
 I recommend approval of this application. 
  



 
 

 
The Monuments 
 

I visited the cemetery on June 24, 2020 and found that all 33 of the monuments were 
either loose on their foundations or tipping and appeared to pose a hazard to cemetery visitors 
and employees.  The cemetery has had no response to the legal advertisement which it placed, 
and has no funds dedicated to the restoration of monuments.  Based on the advanced age of 
the monuments in question, it is assumed the foundations were laid privately by either the 
families or by monument contractors. 
 Both estimates propose to:  remove the monuments from the existing foundations; dig 
out the existing foundation; place a new foundation made of solid concrete poured to a depth of 
42 inches; and replace the monument, resealing all joints with setting compound or epoxy.  Both 
estimates provide a ten-year warranty. 
 
 
Recommendation 
 

The cemetery is current with its payments to the vandalism fund and with the filing of its 
annual reports.  All documents appear to be in order, and this appears to be a legitimate claim 
for $47,407.73.  I recommend that this application be approved. 



Exhibit A 
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\ New York State 
Department of State 

DIVISION OF CEMETERIES 

One Commerce Plaza 
99 Washington Avenue 
Albany, NY 12231-0001 

Telephone: (518)474-6226 
www.dos.ny.gov 

Application fot Repair or Removal of Dilapidated or Disrepaired Monuments 

that Create a Dangerous Condition 

This application applies only to Not-for-Profit Cemetery Corporations and must be completed in full and signed before a notary public. 
Funds may be allocated for the above-captioned purposes in accordance with 19 NYC RR §200.11 (statutory authority: Not-for-Profit 
Corporation Law. § 1510-a). The full text of this Cemetery Board Directive appears on the reverse. 

AMOUNT REQUESTED 
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Has this cemetery previously applied for and received a grant from the Vandalism, 
Abandonment & Monument Repair Fund? .................................... . 

*If YES, when?____________ Amount Received: $ _________ _
Was proof of completed work forwarded to the Division of Cemeteries? ............ . 

fives* J21No 

flves DNo 
1. Provide a description of each damaged monument and/or marker and enclose referenced photos:
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2. Attach copies of bids submitted by at least two contractors for the cost of repairs or removal and replacement.

3. Attach proof that the cemetery corporation has given. not less than 60-day notice to the last known owner to repair or remove the
monument or marker and that said owner has failed to do so within the time prescribed in that notice.
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I, the undersigned, duly authorizecf, swear or affirm under the penalties of perjury that the above-named cemetery has not been able to 
obtain sufficient funds from the family of the deceased, that the proposed costs of the repairs or removals and replacements are fair and 
reasonable and that the above-described monuments and/or markers are so badly out of repair or dilapidated as to create a 
dangerous condition. I further swear or affirm that the information contained in this application is true and correct. I agree that, upon 
receipt of monies for the repair or removal of dilapidated or disrepaired monuments that create a dangerous condition, such repairs will be 
made as quickly as possible and documentation (receipts and statements) of the repairs and removals will be submitted to the Division of 
�emeteries within 90 
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RY J. EARL 
f\lotary Public, State of New York 

Qual. in Otsego Co. No. 01 EA5056484 
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$47,407.73
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