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TO: NEW YORK STATE CEMETERY BOARD 

 
FROM:  MICHAEL D. SEELMAN, INVESTIGATOR II 

 
SUBJECT:  OAKWOOD CEMETERY ASSOCIATION, #42-034 

 
RE: HAZARDOUS MONUMENT REPAIR CHECKLIST 

 
DATE: June 18, 2020 

 
 

 
Application Completed and notarized 

76 Monuments Requested  

Legal Notice complete and run 3 times in The Record                $339.09 

76 Monuments Appear Hazardous 

Estimates: Grethen-Cahrenger monument only repair estimate $29,975 (average ($394/ monument) 

  JASE Enterprises monument repair estimate $38,675 (average $509/ monument) 

 Oakwood Cemetery foundation only replacement estimate $36,191.69 (average $476/ 
found.) 

 Grethen- Cahrenger foundation only replacement estimate $46,000 (average $606/ found.) 

Repairs Appear Appropriate 

Oakwood proposes 60-inch foundations and offers a twenty five-year warranty. This charge is consistent with 
their approved foundation charge and considerably less than the estimate by Grether-Cahrenger.   

 Grether- Cahrenger proposes 48- inch foundations and offers a 10-year warranty  

The Cemetery is up to Date on Annual Reports and Vandalism Payments 

Previous disbursement used appropriately. 

It should be noted that Oakwood cemetery has submitted a bid to pour foundations at their Division 
approved price which is less than the bid by Grethen-Cahrenger.  The total price for each monument 
including repairs and foundation, averages $870, which appears to be a reasonable price.   

Recommend Approval in the amount of $66,505.78. (average $875/monument) 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE - DIVISION OF CEMETERIES  

MEMORANDUM  

  

TO: New York State Cemetery Board  
  
FROM: Leonard Breen, Investigator 
  
SUBJECT:  Oakwood Cemetery Association, #42-034 
  
RE: Application for Repair of Hazardous Monuments  
  
DATE: June 12, 2020 
  
  
Exhibits  
  

A) Application for Repair or Removal of Dilapidated or Disrepaired Monuments that Create 
a Hazardous Condition 

B) Grethen-Cahrenger memorials repair estimate for $29,975 
C) JASE Enterprises memorials repair estimate for $38,675 
D) Oakwood Cemetery foundation repair estimate for $36,191.69 
E) Grethen-Cahrenger foundation repair estimate for $46,000 
F) Legal notice for ad placed in The Record $339.09 

 
 
 Introduction and Recommendation  

  
  I received an application (Exhibit A) for the repair of 76 hazardous monuments located in 
the Oakwood Cemetery in the City of Troy, Rensselaer County. The application was submitted 
by Bernard Vogel, administrator of Oakwood Cemetery. Included with this application were four 
estimates: one from Grethen-Cahrenger Memorials (Exhibit B) for memorial repair totaling 
$29,975; one from JASE Enterprises (Exhibit C) for memorial repair totaling $38,675; one from 
Oakwood Cemetery (Exhibit D) for foundation repair totaling $36,191.69; one from Grethen-
Cahrenger Memorials (Exhibit E) for foundation repair totaling $46,000.   
 



Also included was a legal notice (Exhibit F) that ran for three consecutive weeks in The Record 
and photos. 
  I recommend approval of this application.  
 
The Monuments  
  

I visited the cemetery on May 25, 2020 and found that all 76 monuments under 
application were either loose on their foundations or tipping and appeared to pose a hazard to 
cemetery visitors and employees.  The cemetery has had no response to the legal 
advertisement which it placed, and has no funds dedicated to the restoration of monuments.   
Based on the advanced age of the monuments in question, it is assumed the foundations were 
laid privately by either the families or by monument contractors.  
  The Grethen-Cahrenger Memorials memorial repair estimate proposes to reset the 
monuments on the new foundation and seal all joints.  They offer a ten-year warranty. 
   The JASE Enterprises memorial repair estimate proposes to reset the monuments on 
the new foundations and seal all joints.  They offer a fifteen-year warranty.  
   The Oakwood Cemetery foundation repair estimate (based on approved service charge) 
proposes to remove and dispose old foundations and replace foundations to a depth of 60”   
Oakwood guarantees their work for 25 years. 
   The Grethen-Cahrenger Memorials estimate proposes to remove and dispose old 
foundations dispose and replace foundations to a depth of 48” They guarantee their work for 10 
years. 
    
Recommendation  
  

The cemetery is current with its payments to the vandalism fund, with the filing of its 
annual reports and the previous grant was used appropriately.  All documents appear to be in 
order, and this appears to be a legitimate claim for $66,508.78 I recommend that this application 
be approved.                               
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