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TO: New York State Cemetery Board 

 
FROM:  Michael D. Seelman, Investigator II 

 
SUBJECT:  Vale Cemetery Association, #47-011 

 
RE: Hazardous Monument Checklist 

 
DATE: September 24, 2020 

 
 

 
Application Completed  

38 Monuments Requested  

Legal Notice complete and run 3 times in The Daily Gazette for $72.16 

38 Monuments Appear Hazardous 

Howarth repair estimate $8,805 (average $232/ monument) 

Bottone repair estimate $10,730 (average $282/ monument) 

Repairs Appear Appropriate 

Howarth proposes to erect and secure the vandalized monuments 

and offers a 10-year warranty 

Cemetery Up to Date on Annual Reports and Vandalism Payments 

Previous funds used properly  

Recommend Approval in the amount of $8,877.16. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE - DIVISION OF CEMETERIES  

MEMORANDUM  

  

TO: New York State Cemetery Board  

  

FROM: Leonard Breen, Investigator 

  

SUBJECT:  Vale Cemetery, #47-011 

  

RE: Application for Repair of Vandalized Monuments  

  

DATE: September 21, 2020 

  

  

Exhibits  

  

A) Application for Restoration of Vandalism Damage 

B) Howarth repair estimate for $8,805 

C) Bottone Memorials repair estimate for $10,730 

D) Legal notice for ad placed in the Daily Gazette $72.16 

E) Schenectady Police Report 

 

 

 

 

 Introduction and Recommendation  

  

  I received an application (Exhibit A) for the repair of 38 monuments that were vandalized  

in Vale Cemetery in the City of Schenectady. The application was submitted by Bernard 

McEvoy, M.D., Vice President of Vale Cemetery. Included with this application were two 

estimates: one from Melody Howarth (Exhibit B) for memorial repair totaling $8,805; one from 

Bottone Memorials (Exhibit C) for memorial repair totaling $10,730.  

Also included was a legal notice (Exhibit D) that ran for three consecutive weeks in The Record. 

  I recommend approval of this application.  

 



The Monuments  

  

I visited the cemetery and found that all 38 monuments under application were toppled.   

The cemetery has had no response to the legal advertisement which it placed. It should be 

noted that both of the estimates indicate repair of 38 monuments, however, the Schenectady 

Police report notes 30 monuments vandalized. I asked Dr. McEvoy about the discrepancy and 

he responded that the additional 8 monuments were discovered after the initial police report. 

This would not be unusual for Vale Cemetery has had a history of recurring vandalism. 

   

    

Recommendation  

  

The cemetery is current with its payments to the vandalism fund, and with the filing of its 

annual reports. The previous grant for an approved vandalism application in 2018 was used 

appropriately. All documents appear to be in order, and this appears to be a legitimate claim for 

$8,877.16.  I recommend that this application be approved.                               
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DIVISION OF CEMETERIES 

One Commerce Plaza 
99 Washington Avenue 
Albany, NY 12231-0001 

Telephone: (518) 474-6226 
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Application for Restoration of Vandalis 

This application applies only to Not-for-Profit Cemetery Corporations and must be completed in full. Funds may be 
allocated for the above-captioned purposes in accordance with 19 NYCRR §200.11(statutory authority: Not-for-Profit 
Corporation Law, §1507(h]). This application will not be considered if it can be shown that the cemetery can correct acts of 
vandalism by means of regular maintenance. The full text of the rules, terms and procedures for funding are on the 
reverse. 
A report must be made to the Cemetery Board within 30 days of the incident of vandalism. 

- -� ------- ·-···•·---· · -·-····-·---------------------- -------------

AMOUNT REQUESTED 

1 B1877.16 
COUNTY IN WHICH 
CEMETERY IS LOCATED �e'�

DATE OF VANDALISM DATE DIVISION OF CEMETERIES NOTIFIED 

__ w�· _u1}_e_v--_2�0�1 q+---------�':;}:_{!_ _f.e_ =2'-"""'o'-'--1 q
---l--

----
cEMETERY NAME 

\) . . 
CEMETERY ID NUMBER . 

L.f-]-6 {/ 
NAME OF CEMETERY OFFICIAL . TITLE 

1 / . 
b � ¾ _ _ __ B�,ecn�� M t!G 'C:?\j J,t,[� Vb� c;x:::a� S:2.e:�t y 

STREET ADDRESS q
or '- J... - C....."'-k---07 0�IC:::.. \.JJ

TELEPHONE NUMBERS: 7 

Homer£? 8 � 7 'f S87ff 

ZIP CODE 

12 307 

· ····-···-·---------------- - - - - ----- ---------------

E-MAIL ADDRESS L) 
ct}. UN:X 

Has this cemetery previously applied for and received grant from the Vandalism, 
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Was proof of completed work forwarded to the Division of Cemeteries? ............ . 

flves* DNo 

..Elves DNo 
1. Provide a description of each damaged monument and/or marker and enclose reference_d phot/,s:
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2. Attach copies of the report filed with the local police or sheriffs department having appropriate jurisdiction. &C?l1 't?-

3. Attach two estimates prepared by qualified contractors. ?Jf �
I, the undersigned, hereby certify that the above-named cemetery association has no other money which is authorized for the 
purpose of repairs; this cemetery association has attempted to notify lot owners, next of kin or family of the decedents 
immediately affected on (date) �� JO I J , 2 f; , have advised or attempted to advise them of insurance 
benefits that may be available ant eir hbmeown r's insurance policy and have been unable to recover any necessary money 
fronithat source; and the proposed costs are fair and reasonable. 
I further agree that upon receipt of monies to repair said vandalism, such repairs will be made as quickly as possible and 
documentation (receipts and statements} of the repairs will be submitted to the Cemetery Division within 60 days. 
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September 22, 2020 

 

Mel’s Belles Restorations  
Proprietor Melody Howareth 
Aka M.B.R. Restorations 
PO Box 702 
Nassau, NY 12123 
melsbellesrestorations@gmail.com 
518-441-4068 or 518-766-9324 
 
 
Vale Cemetery 
907 State St. 
Schenectady, NY 12307 
Vale@Valecemetery.org 
518-346-3423 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
My companies work on the vandalized stones listed on the bid submitted on March 23rd 2020 is 
warranted for a period of ten years after the completion date. This warranty covers materials, 
and workmanship. This warranty does not cover new acts of vandalism, or acts of God. 
Thank You 
Melody Howarth 
Mel’s Belles Restorations  
518-441-4068 
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