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APPROVED 
 

Cemetery Board Minutes 
 

 October 13, 2016 
 One Commerce Plaza 
 99 Washington Avenue, Albany, NY 
 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 
Daniel Shapiro, Department of State, Chair  Paul Ambrose, Department of Health 
Christopher Wiles, Office of Attorney General  
 
OTHER ATTENDEES: 
 
Lewis A. Polishook, Division of Cemeteries   Antonio Milillo, Department of State, Counsel 
Chester Butkiewicz, Division of Cemeteries  Monee McAdoo, Division of Cemeteries 
Leonard Breen, Division of Cemeteries  Michael Seelman, Division of Cemeteries 
      
   
GUESTS: 
 
David Fleming, Featherstonhaugh et al.-NYSAC   Dannielle Melendez, NYSFDA 
Daniel Hallenbeck, Featherstonhaugh et al.-NYSAC   Bruce Geiger, Pinelawn Cemetery 
       
     
16-10-A-74 Minutes of Previous Meetings 
  

Motion made, seconded and unanimously adopted approving the minutes of the September 27, 
2016 meeting. 
   

16-10-B-75 Legislation and Regulation 
 

Mr. Milillo reported that there is a need for regulation for the new pet cremated remains bill. 
 

16-10-C-76 Division’s Report 
   

Mr. Polishook reported that the Division is currently working on Frequently Asked Questions 
(FAQ’s) for the pet cremated remains bill.  The Division will provide guidance on the bill soon. 

The NYSAC regional conference is Wednesday, October 19, 2016, in Oneonta, NY.  The 
Division’s area accountant and investigator will be in attendance. 

16-10-D-77 Vandalism Report 

  
 Mr. Butkiewicz summarized the September 2016 Vandalism Report.   
 
 The Board approved the following application(s): 
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1. Lancaster Rural Cemetery (D)  $21,439.86  Erie  15-040 
2. Mt. Calvary Cemetery (D)  $7,922.82  Erie  15-066 
3. Mt. Pleasant Cemetery (D)  $ 13,539.49  Madison 27-017 

   
16-10-E-78 Pearl River Cemetery (Rockland – 44-000) – Certificate of Incorporation  

 
The cemetery is an active 2 acre cemetery seeking to become a NYS regulated cemetery.  After 
discussion, the Board indicated that it is in favor of the incorporation of the cemetery pending a 
lot owners meeting in compliance with Not-for-Profit Corporation Law Section 1505(d), 
compliance with Not-for-Profit Corporation Law Section 1506(c), unless the county deems such 
approval unnecessary, and submission of a certificate of incorporation in acceptable form.  The 
Board also suggested that the cemetery dedicate at least $50,000 of its General Fund to the PM 
fund and directed the Division to work with the cemetery regarding the PM fund. 

 
Public Comments: 
  
 Mr. Fleming commented on the cremation certification class having to be moved to the Comfort 
Inn Suites to meet the increase in the number of attendees.  Mr. Fleming thanks the Division and the 
Board for the oversight.   
  
 Mr. Fleming commented on the pet cremated remains bill and the need for regulation. 
  
 
Motion to go into executive session made, seconded and unanimously carried. 
Motion to exit executive session made, seconded and unanimously carried. 
Motion to adjourn made, seconded and unanimously carried. 
 
The next monthly Cemetery Board meeting is to be held on November 9, 2016 at 10:30 AM, One 
Commerce Plaza, 99 Washington Ave., Albany, NY 12231. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


