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NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF STATE  
DIVISION OF CODE ENFORCEMENT AND ADMINISTRATION 

TECHNICAL SUBSUBCOMMITTEE - RESIDENTIAL CODE 
 

Minutes of the Tuesday, October 23, 2012 meeting of the Technical Subcommittee reviewing the 2009 and 2012 
International Residential Codes for adoption by New York State, commencing at 10:00 a.m. at the Albany office of 
Department of State and by teleconferencing.  
 
PRESENT: 
Julie Nemeth-Weisser (Chair)  
Nicholas Carparelli 
Kevin Ezell  
John Hofelich  
William Knickerbocker  
Erika Krieger (DOS)  
Miriam McGiver (DOS) 
Gil Moniz 
W. Roy Scott  
 
ABSENT: none 
 
MEETING MINUTES:  

1. The chair opened the meeting at 10 a.m. Erika called in shortly after roll call. The other members listed were 
present by teleconference link.  

2. The chair asked for discussion and approval of minutes of last two meetings, October 9 and October 16, 2012. 
Roy moved to accept, Bill seconded. The minutes were accepted.  

3. The chair asked for any general comments. John Hofelich asked for discussion of bulkheads as egress, tabled 
previously. The issue with using bulkheads is due to perceived ceiling height problems. However, bulkhead 
stairs have to meet code, including ceiling height, if used as egress per R310.3; R311.5.8.2 provides an 
exception if the bulkhead is not part of an egress. An emergency escape and rescue opening is not egress. 
There was general agreement with this. 

4. John also suggested that we allow use of Schedule 40 PVC for dryer vents, as safer than the corrugated 
material used now. The Chair said that discussion / proposal should be review by the Plumbing, Mechanical 
and Fuel Gas Technical Subcommittee. If John would like to submit a proposal for plumbing or mechanical 
aspects of the residential code, it should go to John Addario who chairs that committee.   

5. Roy proposed eliminating the lodging houses from the RC. There was some discussion in favor and against. 
The chair said based on the discussion, we would reconsider the previously approved inclusion of lodging 
houses in the scope of the RC. She called a revote on item #1-3, and clarified that this vote would also be for 
inclusion or removal of relevant definitions in chapter 2, guestrooms and lodging houses. Aye: Kevin, John, 
Miriam, and Gil. Nay: Nick, Bill, Erika and Roy. The chair broke the tie with a nay vote, as the discussion 
showed this issue to be not ready for the RC.  

6. We returned to items that had been tabled.  

a. Item 3-11 was tabled at the last meeting for more information. The subcommittee discussed the option 
of having a 2-hour wall in unsprinklered townhouses versus a 1-hour wall with sprinklered townhouses. 
The chair called a vote to accept the IRC provision to allow 1-hour firewalls in sprinklered townhouses. 
Ayes: Kevin, Roy, John, Erika, Miriam, Gil. Nay: Nick, Bill. The provision is approved. 

b. Stair geometry issues, items 3-38, 3-39, 3-43 and 3-44, were put together as one vote. The chair called 
a vote to continue with the NYS modification based on CABO stair geometry. All ayes, with Erika 
absent due to dropped phone connection. The provision is approved. 

c. Item 3-41, egress from basements, had been discussed under general comments. This was approved 
by consent of the subcommittee.  
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7. At this time Nick Carparelli asked to be excused. 

8. Items 3-53 thru 3-56 were grouped together as one vote based on the proposal submitted by Gil Moniz. After 
some discussion, the committee voted all ayes to accept the proposal. 

9. Items 3-57 thru 3-61 were approved by consent of the subcommittee. 

10. Item 3-62 was tabled for more information. John was concerned that we do not know the current practices of 
labeling this material, wood plastic composites for deck boards, and we do not know if the manufacturers can 
comply in a timely way. 

11. Item 3-63 was approved by consent of the subcommittee. 

12. Items 3-64 and 3-65 were approved by consent of the subcommittee to continue the NYS modification. 

13. Items 3-66 thru 4-4 were approved by consent of the subcommittee.  

14. Item 4-5 was tabled for discussion at the next meeting with Nick present, it is hoped.  

15. Item 4-6 and 4-7 were approved by consent of the subcommittee 

16. Item 4-8. The subcommittee approved removing Figure R403.3(2) as unclear, deleting the NYS modification 
and adding the IRC table.  

17. OPEN BUSINESS: There were no public visitors, nor any additional written or submitted documents to 
consider. 

18. The subcommittee adjourned at 12:00 p.m. The next meeting will be via teleconference call on October 30, 
2012, at 10:00 a.m., with the phone set up at the DCEA conference room at 99 Washington Avenue, Albany.  
The public and those subcommittee members located nearby are invited to attend.  Those members that cannot 
attend in person will phone in to participate.  

Action items: Send John Addario’s email address to John Hofelich. 


