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Local Government Citizens Re-Organization Empowerment Grant
Request for Applications # 11-LGE-06
Questions & Answers
The responses to questions included herein are the official responses by the State to questions submitted by potential applicants and are hereby incorporated into RFA # 11-LGE-06 issued on December 15, 2011.  In the event of any conflict between the RFA and these responses, the requirements or information contained in these responses will prevail.

Q1:
Is a County eligible for a Local Government Citizens Re-Organization Empowerment Grant?
A1:
No.  Since counties are not subject to Article 17-A of the General Municipal Law, they are not eligible for a Local Government Citizens Re-Organization Empowerment Grant.
Q2:
Is a study to determine the feasibility and cost-benefit analysis of fire district consolidation an eligible activity under this particular program?
A2:
Yes.  For the Local Government Citizens Re-Organization Empowerment Grant fire district consolidation is an eligible activity.
Q3:
Would the consolidation of a town police department with the police departments of the incorporated villages within that town be eligible for a planning grant under the LG Re-Organization Empowerment Program.

A3:
No.  Since the consolidation of village police departments are not subject to Article 17-A of the General Municipal Law, they are not eligible for a Local Government Citizens Re-Organization Empowerment Grant.
Q4:
After the study is done, if the residents decide not to follow through the process of dissolution or consolidation, does the municipality still get the grant?  What I am trying to find out:  is it necessary to implement the plan to get the grant?

A4:
If a grant is awarded to study consolidation or dissolution, the governing board(s) shall adopt the re-organization study, including a draft Re-Organization Plan and alternatives to local government re-organization.  The governing board is not committed to implement the local government re-organization; rather the information is intended to provide residents with as much information as possible to make an informed decision.  Successful completion of a consolidation or dissolution study does require the governing board to formally adopt the project through its own action.  There is an expectation that a voter referendum will occur.  However, even if a referendum fails, eligible expenses incurred as part of the study project are reimbursable.
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