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April 8, 2014


The meeting was held at the Department of State, 99 Washington Avenue, Albany; 123 William Street, NYC; and, 65 Court Street, Buffalo.

I. 	INTRODUCTIONS, ROLL CALL AND QUORUM ANNOUNCEMENT

S. Roefaro, Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:40 a.m.  He introduced two new board members, Donald McGrath and Eliezer Rodriguez.  He then took attendance and declared there was a quorum.

The official attendance was as follows:

BOARD MEMBERS			DEPARTMENT STAFF			
Stephen Roefaro, Chair			Aiesha Battle
Carol DiSanto					Dave Mossberg
Anthony Girasole 				Jack Bilello
Christian Klueg				Ernest Delaney
Donald McGrath				Carol Brimmer
Eliezer Rodriguez				Meghan Salmieri
Excused:					Daniel Burnetter
Lillian Levy					Keith Simon
						Marc Mastrobuono	
VISITORS 					Donna Zoller	
Rebecca Jones, Upstate Training		Jodi DeLollo
Tye Woodson, Executive Chamber		Anne Sheremeta
Gideon Elliot, Empire State Development	Jaclyn Frechette			
						Carol Fansler

II.	APPROVAL OF MEETING SUMMARY

Chair S. Roefaro asked for a motion to approve the October 25, 2013 meeting summary.

C. DiSanto made a motion to approve the summary of the October 25, 2013 board meeting.  The motion was seconded by C. Klueg and passed unanimously.

III.	SUBCOMMITTEE AND DEPARTMENT REPORTS

J. Bilello reported that the enforcement unit is currently working on 32 complaints, and shared 3 hearing determinations.  An appraiser license was suspended for failure to complete continuing education, an appraiser license was revoked for failure to complete continuing education and failure to cooperate, and an appraiser was fined $1000 for a USPAP violation.  The majority of complaints were received from banks/lending institutions.
C. DiSanto shared that the subcommittee had recently received the federal draft of minimum standards for appraisal management companies and are now comparing it to their draft to ensure compliance.  S. Roefaro asked all board members to review the federal draft.

J. Bilello shared that the Department has increased outreach efforts for new regional advisors.  Regional advisors are hired to review complaints and applications for new licensees.  A letter was sent to certified and general appraisers which set the criteria for becoming a regional advisor and asking if they are interested in applying.

IV.	ACTION ITEMS

D. Mossberg shared that the Department has been involved in a Governor’s Initiative to streamline processes to make them more efficient for agencies and the general public.  One of the areas looked at was the review of appraiser applications.  Currently, there is a 90% rejection rate for appraiser applications, a single application is rejected an average of twice, and each rejection adds 30 days additional time to the applicant.  Due to this research, regulation changes are being proposed to 1102.2, 1102.3 and 1102.4 of Title 19 NYCRR.  The changes would ensure AQB standards are met, while eliminating extraneous requirements.

C. DiSanto made a motion to accept the regulation changes to 1102.2, 1102.3 and 1102.4 of Title 19 NYCRR.  The motion was seconded by C. Klueg and passed unanimously.

V.	NEW BUSINESS

J. DeLollo explained that one of the Federal criteria changes taking effect January 1, 2015 is that applicants must complete both education and experience before being eligible to take the national exam.  Currently, there are appraiser assistants eligible to take the exam based on education alone.  The Department will be sending an information letter to those appraiser assistants.

S. Roefaro asked all board members to review not only the federal draft of minimum standards for appraisal management companies mentioned above, but also the latest mandatory licensing draft.  Both will be discussed at the next board meeting.

VI.	PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

There was no public comment.

VII.	ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 11:20 p.m.

