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August 7, 2015


The meeting was held at the Department of State, 99 Washington Avenue, Albany; 123 William Street, NYC; and, 65 Court Street, Buffalo.

I. 	INTRODUCTIONS, ROLL CALL AND QUORUM ANNOUNCEMENT

S. Roefaro, Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:40 a.m.  He took attendance and declared there was NOT a quorum.

The official attendance was as follows:

BOARD MEMBERS					DEPARTMENT STAFF		
Stephen Roefaro, Chair					Whitney Clark
Carol DiSanto							Dave Mossberg
Lillian Levy							Melanie Grossman
     								Ernita Gantt
Excused: 							Ernest Delaney
Anthony Girasole 						MaryJo Moore	
Eliezer Rodriguez						Daniel Burnetter
								Keith Simon
VISITORS 							Donna Zoller	
Vicki Metcalf, Appraisal Subcommittee			Jodi DeLollo
Claire Brooks, Appraisal Subcommittee			Marc Mastrobuono
Rebecca Jones, Upstate Training				Carol Fansler
William Smolen, Columbia Society of RE Appraisers  	

II.	SUBCOMMITTEE AND DEPARTMENT REPORTS

E. Gantt reported that for the period January, 2014 thru July, 2015, 89 complaints were received.  Currently, there are 32 open cases; 15 cases were closed due to no violations; one case resulted in suspension of a license; one case resulted in revocation of a license; four consent orders were issued, as well as one warning and one withdrawal; and, 12 cases resulted in fine assessments.  Complaints were received from lending institutions, appraiser companies, government institutions, and the general public.

III.	ACTION ITEMS

S. Roefaro shared that the subcommittee has submitted to the Department a final draft of the appraisal management company (AMC) legislation.  He thanked Carol DiSanto and Becky Jones for their hard work.  W. Clark also thanked the subcommittee members.  Since there is not a quorum at this meeting, S. Roefaro said he hopes to have members vote to move the legislation forward at the next board meeting.  C. DiSanto agreed with S. Roefaro and said she feels very strongly that this legislation is necessary, even though the Appraisal Foundation is not mandating it.  Board members agreed with her.  V. Metcalf said that her staff will review the AMC draft and comment back to the Department.  

S. Roefaro stated that the subcommittee will now work to complete draft legislation requiring mandatory licensing for appraisers.

IV.	NEW BUSINESS

D. Mossberg said the Department will be drafting a proposal to reinstitute a regulation which provides credit for review appraisals, which was inadvertently removed some time last year.  The draft proposed regulation will be shared at the next Board meeting.

V.	PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

W. Smolen asked if the public would be allowed to comment on the AMC draft legislation.  W. Clark said yes, and a copy was provided to him.  The draft will also be posted on our web site.

R. Jones shared that the FHA has changed their scope of work regarding property characteristics of HUD minimum-housing standards to require residential appraisers to “observe, analyze and report” the property characteristics.  The word “analyze” concerns her because it is not part of a home inspection.  The subcommittee will discuss this issue further.

VI.	APPRAISAL SUBCOMMITTEE AUDIT REPORT

V. Metcalf gave a summary of the audit conducted by the Appraisal Subcommittee over the past few days.

VII.	ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 a.m.

