SUMMARY

NYS REAL ESTATE BOARD MEETING
February 24, 2016

The meeting was held at the Department of State, Division of Licensing Services, 99 Washington Avenue, Albany; 123 William Street, NYC; and, 65 Court Street, Buffalo.

List of attendees:
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Board Members:
Sandra Erickson
David Rumsey
David Leno
Trisha Ocona Francis
Dale Burnett
Duncan MacKenzie 
Daniel Burstein, representing Benjamin          Lawsky, Superintendent, Dept. of Financial Services

Excused:
Joseph Berko
Daniel Hartnett
Gregory Weston
Diane Ramirez
David Dworkin


Department of State Staff:
Charles Fields, representing Acting Secretary of State Rossana Rosado
Whitney Clark
Amy Penzabene
Linda Baldwin
Tony Giardina
Dave Mossberg
Ernita Gantt
Jodi DeLollo
Donna Zoller
Marc Mastrbuono
Nancy Harrigan
Sharon Charland

Visitors:
Anthony Gatto, NYSAR
Mike Kelly, NYSAR
Neil Garfinkel, Real Estate Board of NY (REBNY)


CALL TO ORDER, INTRODUCTIONS and OFFICIAL ATTENDANCE

The meeting was called to order at 11:52 am.  Charles Fields performed roll call and announced there was a quorum.


DEPARTMENT REPORTS

Charles Fields asked for a motion to approve the summary from the November 17, 2015 board meeting.  Motions were made and the November 17, 2015 meeting summary was unanimously approved. 

ACTION ITEMS 

Amy Penzabene provided an update regarding a request to hold future board meetings in Rochester.  She reported that the Department has secured a meeting room in Rochester that is housed within the Department of Labor. Depending on room availability, the Department intends to alternate future meetings between Rochester and Buffalo beginning with the next meeting in Rochester.  

D. Mossberg provided an update on pending regulations.  He explained that the proposed regulatory amendments to Title 19 NYCRR sections 175.7, 175.1, 176.3(a), 177.3(g), and 175.25(d)(2) have received the first of two required approvals. After the proposals have received final approval, they will be published in the State Register for formal public comment.  


NEW BUSINESS

[bookmark: _GoBack]D. Mossberg introduced a proposal to amend 175.17 of Part 175 Title 19 New York Code, Rules and Regulations regarding unlawful discriminatory practices by licensees. L. Baldwin clarified this new regulation does not add any new requirements or burdens on licensees.  The new regulations succinctly restate what is currently required under current law and explains how the department enforces untrustworthiness and discriminatory practices.  
  
C. Fields stated that earlier this month the Governor announced a Fair Housing initiative.  The Department of Human Rights and the Department of State are combining efforts to increase awareness and enforcement of Fair Housing. There will be an education awareness and outreach piece of this initiative that will be provided to the public.  T. Ocona Francis volunteered her assistance with the initiative.  D. MacKenzie asked for clarification of the testing.  L. Baldwin stated the State will contract with organizations that perform testing professionally to perform the testing statewide.  She added that the Department of State currently has no plans to conduct proactive testing.   


Charles Fields asked for a motion to approve the Fair Housing Regulations.  Motions were made and was unanimously approved.


PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Anthony Gatto stated he and the members of NYSAR applaud the Governor for the newly launched Fair Housing Initiative. He also thanked the Department of State for their cooperation with a number of suggestions made by NYSAR.

Neil Garfinkel from REBNY thanked the Governors’ office, the Department of State and NYSAR for allowing to them to provide comment on the draft regulation.  He offered to provide assistance to the Department in creating the standards and education process.


ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 12:13 am.


PUBLIC HEARING SESSION

There was no public hearing session.

